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What furosemide (Lasix) is and how it functions 

Furosemide, commonly sold as Lasix, is a loop diuretic used to remove surplus fluid
from the body and to assist with blood pressure control. It decreases reabsorption of
sodium and chloride in the thick ascending limb of the loop of Henle, which leads to
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increased elimination of water together with sodium, chloride, potassium, calcium and
magnesium.

Typical clinical applications include the treatment of peripheral oedema related to heart
failure, renal disease or liver cirrhosis, management of acute pulmonary oedema, and as
an adjunct for some hypertensive patients. In specialist settings it may be used when
managing hypertensive emergencies or raised intracranial pressure.

Typical onset after an oral tablet is within about 1 hour, with peak diuretic effect at
roughly 1 to 2 hours and noticeable reduction after 4 to 6 hours. Because of the timing
of its effect, morning dosing is usually recommended to avoid nocturia. For risk alerts
on unwanted unintended consequences, jump to Probable adverse effects, and for
concurrent medication cautions see Drug interactive engagement prevention.

Return to the previous page the pinnacle

A quick rundown of the facts 

Primary markers pointing to: oedema from cardiac, renal or hepatic causes; acute
pulmonary oedema; selected hypertension cases.

Active substance: furosemide (also spelled frusemide in some UK texts).

Drug class: loop diuretic.

Common tablet strengths in the UK: 40 mg and 100 mg; injectable forms are
available for hospital use.

Relevant considerations: fluid and electrolyte balance, real time monitoring renal
function, and anti-doping rules for athletes.

If you are new to this drug, begin with the Overview brief, skim the Protective
guidelines and examine the data Pharmacologic the back and forth of communications
are the heartbeat of social platforms..

Go to top

Administration details and dosing 

Always heed the guidance from your prescriber. Water should be used to swallow the
tablets. To limit nighttime urination, take the dose early in the day; if a twice daily
regimen is used, the second dose is usually taken in the early afternoon.

Do not change the dose or stop treatment without consulting the prescriber.
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If furosemide is prescribed for blood pressure, keep taking it even if you feel well
unless told otherwise.

In emergencies such as severe pulmonary oedema, furosemide can be
administered intravenously in hospital under specialist care.

When a dose is missed, consult the dosing important information. Omitted dose. If you
suspect an an overdose or develop worrying symptomsthe review cycle Overdose risk
and Latent effects, and seek medical help.

Go scroll back to at the top

Safety best practices before and during treatment 

Tell your doctor or pharmacist about all existing health conditions, allergies and other
medicines (including herbal or over-the-counter products). Extra vigilance is needed if
you have any of the following:

Compromised renal or hepatic function, or problems passing urine.

Gout or raised uric acid levels.

Diabetes, also called diabetes mellitus, because diuretics can influence glucose
control.

The medical term systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE).

Known sensitivity to sulfonamide-type drugs.

Dehydration risk or risk of electrolyte disturbances; follow fluid and salt guidance
from your clinician.

Loss of balance sensation or a sensation of lightheadedness on standing; avoid
driving or operating machinery until you know how it affects you.

Pregnancy or breastfeeding: use only if clearly indicated by a clinician; other
possibilities may be preferred.

Your healthcare team may request weight checks, blood pressure readings and blood
tests. See Monitoring operations for regular checks.

Go back to the beginning

Scenarios where furosemide is not appropriate to
prescribe  
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Furosemide should be avoided unless a specialist advises otherwise in the following
situations:

Allergic reaction to furosemide or any ingredient in the product.

Anuria (no urine output), for example in some forms of acute kidney failure.

Severe hepatic failure with hepatic coma or pre-coma.

Marked urinary outflow obstruction such as a severe urethral stricture.

Acute inflammatory glomerular disease of the kidney.

Severe hypotension, shock or significant volume depletion.

Acute pancreatitis or uncontrolled hyperglycaemic coma.

If you are unsure whether any of these apply to you, contact your prescriber.

Go back to the top of the page

Medicines that can interact with furosemide 

Some medicines can increase the risk of harmful impacts or reduce the action of
furosemide. Always provide a current list of medicines to your clinician.

Aminoglycoside antibiotics (for example gentamicin) and ethacrynic acid: greater
risk of hearing damage when combined with high-dose loop diuretics.

Non-steroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (NSAIDs) and high-dose salicylates: may
reduce diuretic efficacy and alter kidney perfusion.

Lithium: diuretics can reduce lithium clearance and increase the risk of toxicity.

Sucralfate: may reduce oral furosemide absorption; separate doses by at least
two hours.

Digoxin tablets: hypokalaemia from diuretics raises the risk of digoxin toxicity.

Other antihypertensive agents, nitrates or alcohol: combined use can amplify
blood pressure lowering and dizziness.

ACE inhibitors or ARBs: in volume-depleted patients, the combination can
precipitate first-dose hypotension or acute kidney injury; correct dehydration and
monitor renal function.
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If you notice symptoms listed under Side effectscontact a doctor promptly for medical
advice.

Go to the summit of the page

Possible medication potential long term effects and
warning cues  

Stop the medicine and get urgent medical attention if you experience signs of a severe
allergic reaction such as wheeze, swelling of the face or tongue, or a widespread rash.
Contact your clinician for other concerning signs including:

Excessive thirst, very dry mouth, persistent nausea or vomiting.

Extreme weakness, drowsiness, restlessness or fainting.

A rapid and irregular heartbeat, or painful muscle cramps.

Markedly reduced urine output or inability to pass urine.

Bruising or bleeding without a definable cause.

Skin photosensitivity, rash or hair thinning.

Tinnitus or hearing changes, especially with high doses or when taken with other
ototoxic drugs.

Electrolyte disturbances (low potassium, sodium, magnesium or calcium) are important
to detect early. Review System monitoring for typical blood tests.

Up to the topmost layer

Health monitoring and later follow-up checks 

Your prescriber may arrange regular assessments to ensure safe treatment:

Blood chemistry: electrolytes (especially potassium and sodium), kidney function
tests (creatinine, eGFR); magnesium and calcium checked when indicated.

Blood pressure and heart rate: to detect excessive falls in blood pressure or
symptomatic hypotension.

Weight metric monitoring for patients with oedema: sudden weight gain may
signal fluid retention; rapid losses may indicate over-diuresis.
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Symptom checks: cramps, dizziness, changes in urination or hearing issues.

Ask about "sick day rules": during vomiting, diarrhoea or febrile illness you may need
temporary pauses of some medicines, including diuretics, to protect kidney function.

Go back to the beginning

If you do not take a dose 

If you miss a scheduled tablet:

Take it as soon as you remember unless the next dose is due soon.

If it is nearly time for the next dose, omit the missed one and continue the usual
schedule.

Do not attempt to make up for a the dose was not taken by taking two doses.

Hospital or clinic doses are handled by healthcare staff and may not follow the same
home routine.

Up to the pinnacle

Overdose tragedy care: immediate steps 

Seek immediate medical attention or call emergency services if you experience severe
dizziness, fainting, confusion, marked weakness, ringing in the ears, or loss of appetite.
An overdose incident can cause dehydration, serious electrolyte imbalance, low blood
pressure, kidney impairment and hearing problems.

Jump to content the page top

Recommended a storage locker can hold tools and
supplies. approaches  

Place medications somewhere children cannot see or access.

Store in a dry place at normal room temperature and away from direct light.

Keep tablets in the original container with the lid closed.

Return unused or expired medicines to a pharmacy for safe disposal rather than
disposing of them in household waste.
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Brief comparisons between nonmainstream medical
treatmentss  

Selection of a diuretic or related therapy depends on the medical problem, kidney
function and treatment goals. Possible other possibilities or complementary drugs
include:

Bumetanide: a loop diuretic that is more potent on a milligram-for-milligram basis
than furosemide; used when response to furosemide is inadequate.

Torasemide (also spelled torasemide): a loop diuretic with a longer duration of
action for some patients and a smoother diuretic profile.

Thiazide or thiazide-like diuretics (for example bendroflumethiazide, indapamide,
hydrochlorothiazide): often used for hypertension and can be combined with a
loop diuretic for resistant oedema.

Potassium-sparing diuretics (for example spironolactone, eplerenone): used
especially in cirrhosis-related ascites and certain heart failure regimens; these can
increase potassium levels.

Costs vary by product and supplier; see Prices around the United Kingdom for a rough
comparison Discuss with your clinician which option best suits your clinical situation.

Return to that point page top

Prices in the United Kingdom expressed in GBP (guide) 

Costs depend on NHS coverage, brand or generic choice, pack size and whether you
use an NHS or private service. The values shown below are approximate and for
guidance only.

NHS prescription charge in England: one item charge (2026-2025) is around 9.90
GBP. Prescriptions are free in Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland for residents
meeting criteria.

Private prescription example: furosemide 40 mg, 28 tablets, medicine cost
commonly ranges from 1 to 5 GBP. Pharmacy dispensing fees or consultation
charges can add another 5 to 15 GBP.

Online clinics: combination of consultation and medicine supply may cost in the
region of 9 to 35 GBP including delivery, depending on provider and pack size.
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Typical comparative costs (approximate): bumetanide generics often cost similar
to furosemide or slightly more; torasemide is usually a bit pricier than furosemide
but remains an inexpensive medicine; spironolactone and indapamide are low-cost
generics.

Ask your pharmacist about generic choice the alternative choices and whether larger
pack sizes cut the per-tablet price. For notes about legal matters on supply and
importation, see Information on UK laws and regulatory requirements.

Go back page top

Information on UK regulatory law and legal data 

Classification: furosemide is a Prescription Only Medicine (POM) and is regulated
by the MHRA. It can only be supplied legally with a valid prescription via a UK-
registered pharmacy.

Import rules: importing POMs for personal use without an appropriate
prescription is generally prohibited; UK Border Force and MHRA may detain or
seize unlawfully supplied medicines.

Anti-doping policies for sport: diuretics such as furosemide are listed as
prohibited by WADA/UKAD at all times because they can be used as masking
agents. Athletes must secure a Therapeutic Use Exemption (TUE) for legitimate
medical use to avoid sanctions.

Medicines safety law: sharing prescription medicines or using another person's
prescription is unsafe and may be illegal.

Driving: do not drive or operate machinery if the medicine makes you dizzy or
light-headed.

For further safety tipsa quick review Safety risk controls and Drug positive
interpersonal dialogue and exchanges enhance user satisfaction..
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A list of common questions 

When is the best time to take it? Morning is usually best; if taken twice daily, the
second dose should be early afternoon to reduce night-time urination.

Can I drink alcohol while taking furosemide? Beverage that contains ethanol can
worsen dizziness and blood pressure lowering; limit intake and take care when
standing up.
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Is furosemide safe during breastfeeding? Small amounts may pass into breast
milk and diuretics can reduce milk supply. Use only when advised by your
clinician.

What if the medicine seems less effective? Contact your prescriber. Options
include dose adjustment, timing changes, combining with another diuretic class or
switching to an an alternate path such as bumetanide or torasemide.

If you remain uncertain, start with the Overview and context and consult Monitoring
and evaluation for follow-up plans.
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