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Summary and background of Signposts

Quetiapine is the active molecule marketed widely under the trade name Seroquel and
Seroquel XR in the United States, with many FDA approved generics available. It
belongs to the atypical antipsychotic group, often called second generation
antipsychotics.



Common approved uses in the U.S. include treatment of schizophrenia in adults and
adolescents as directed, management of manic or mixed episodes and depressive
episodes associated with bipolar disorder, and augmentation of antidepressant therapy
in major depressive disorder for some adults. Clinicians may also consider quetiapine
for off label situations based on individual assessment and current practice guidelines.

For details on measures for safety and watchful oversight requirements see Standard
Data monitoring and Safety guardrails. To jump to dosing, go to Dose Options and
Forms.

Dosage Additional pathways and Forms

Quetiapine is supplied as immediate-release tablets intended to be taken one or more
times per day, and as extended-release tablets intended for once-daily dosing.

Tablet strengths you may encounter include:

® 25 mg

® 50 mg

e 100 mg

e 200 mg

e 300 mg
Prescribers individualize the starting dose along with the titration schedule based on
diagnosis, age, other medications, tolerability, and clinical response. If you need a quick

link to storage capacity can limit how much you can keep on hand. and preservation
guidance, see Keeping and Disposal.

What to tell your health care provider before starting

Provide a complete medical history and a full list of all prescription drugs, over-the-
counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal supplements. Highlight any history or presence
of:

® Expecting a child, plans to conceive, or breastfeeding

® Cardiac disease, prior heart attack, fainting spells, or low blood pressure

® Diabetes, medically known as diabetes mellitus or symptoms suggestive of high
blood sugar

® Liver or kidney problems



® Seizure disorder or head injury
® Movement disorders such as Parkinson disease
® Disorders of thyroid function
® Low blood counts (white cells, red cells, or platelets)
® Breast cancer diagnosed in the past or unexplained breast changes
® Eye disease such as cataracts
® Impaired swallow with aspiration risk
® Personal or family history of suicidal thoughts or attempts
® Allergic reactions to quetiapine or any ingredients
Once you have discussed these itemsa review meeting how to take part the medication

at Ways to Take It in Stride and weigh potential engagement and communications in
the user journey shape satisfaction. at Drug Interaction patterns.

How Quetiapine Should Be Taken

® Take the pills with water. If stomach discomfort occurs, taking the medicine with
food may help.

® Follow the dosing schedule your prescriber sets. Take doses at consistent times
each day.

® Do not abruptly stop the drug without medical guidance; gradual dose reduction
is commonly required to reduce withdrawal or relapse risk. See Keeping under
surveillance and Protective Protocols to access more information.

® Do not break, crush, or chew XR tablets; extended-release tablets must be
swallowed whole.

® Older adults often start at lower doses because they can be more sensitive to
secondary effects.

® Pediatric use should be under the care of a clinician experienced in child and
adolescent psychopharmacology.

e |f you suspect an consuming an overdose, contact your local poison control
center or direct yourself to the nearest emergency department right away.



® For response plan for a missed a dose, refer to Skipped Dose Guidance.

If you miss a dose, Here Is the Advice

If you skip a dose, take it as soon as you remember. If the next dose is due within about
four hours, skip the i forgot to take the dose and continue your normal schedule. Do
not take two doses at the same time to cover a i forgot to take the dose.

Drug Interaction Alerts and Substances to Avoid When
Starting Therapy

Medicines to avoid combining with quetiapine
® Thioridazine
® Mesoridazine medication
® Pimozide in psychiatry
® |n patients with motility issues, cisapride may be prescribed.
® Halofantrine is an antimalarial drug
® Sparfloxacin
® Grepafloxacin product
® The active drug Droperidol
Other drugs and substances that may interact

® Alcoholic beverage and other central nervous system depressants (increased
drowsiness)

e Strong CYP3A4 inhibitors such as ketoconazole, itraconazole, voriconazole, and
fluconazole

® Some antibiotics such as erythromycin
e Certain HIV antivirals

® Grapefruit or grapefruit juice (may raise quetiapine levels)



® CYP3A4 inducers including rifampin and some anticonvulsants like carbamazepine
and phenytoin

e Cimetidine, the acid reflux remedy
e Other antipsychotics, benzodiazepines, and many antidepressant agents
® Diabetes, medically known as diabetes mellitus and blood pressure medications

e Systemic corticosteroid treatment plan

This is a limited list, not comprehensive. Always share a complete medication list with
your clinician and pharmacist before starting quetiapine.

For safety time sensitive monitoring information see Observational Active monitoring
and Safety standard precautions.

Surveillance and Safety Measures

® Response to therapy can take weeks. Keep scheduled follow up visits so your
clinician can assess benefit and negative health impacts.

® Eye examinations may be advised at baseline and periodically, depending on
clinical judgment.

® Do not stop quetiapine suddenly; discuss a taper plan with your prescriber if
discontinuation is planned.

® Watch for new or worsening depression, suicidal thoughts, or behavioral changes,
especially in young people after starting or changing dose. Seek help promptly if
these occur.

® Quetiapine can cause drowsiness and dizziness. Avoid driving or heavy machinery
until you know how the medicine affects you. Stand up slowly to reduce
lightheadedness.

® Metabolic unintended effects such as weight gain, elevated blood sugar, and
adverse lipid changes may occur. Your clinician may monitor weight, blood
pressure, fasting glucose or A1C, and lipid levels.

® Check with your clinician or pharmacist before using over-the-counter remedies
for cold, allergy, or diarrhea, since some ingredients can increase sedation or
interact.

® Review FDA boxed heads up notices relevant to age groups and dementia-related
psychosis at The United States: Status of Legal Standing and Access Broad view.




Possible therapy residual effects

Serious treatment side effects - seek medical attention
® Seizure spells

® Signs of neuroleptic malignant syndrome: high fever, muscle rigidity, confusion,
heavy sweating

® Fast, slow, or irreqular heart rhythm or fainting
® Severe allergic reactions such as swelling of the face, lips, tongue, or throat
® Challenges in swallowing or breathing.

® Marked infection signs or unexplained severe weakness (possible low white blood
cell counts)

® New or intensified suicidal thoughts or abrupt changes in mood or behavior
® Uncontrolled repetitive movements (tardive dyskinesia)

® Symptoms suggesting very high blood sugar: extreme thirst, very frequent
urination, extreme hunger

Common and usually less severe effects
® Sleepy feeling or fatigue
® Moment of lightheadedness
® Mouth dryness
® Stomach distress with nausea
® Hard, dry stools
® Gradual weight gain along with higher appetite
® Variations in sexual interest or ability

Tell your health care provider about any persistent, severe, or worrying symptoms.

Return to the previous page A Short Executive summary and Signals or peruse How to
Handle It.




Keeping and Disposal

® Store at typical room temperatures, for example 15 to 30 C (59 to 86 F).
® Keep medicines away from children and animals.

® Protect tablets from excessive heat and moisture; avoid bathroom external
storage expands available space for files..

® Dispose of expired or unwanted medicine through a drug take-back program
when possible, or follow FDA disposal recommendations.

Nontraditional medical options and Quick Comparisons

Depending on the clinical scenario and individual risks, prescribers may choose other
atypical antipsychotics or different formulations. Brief comparative notes:

® Aripiprazole (Abilify) - often less sedating; may have lower metabolic impact for
some patients.

® Olanzapine (Zyprexa) - effective for psychosis and mania but commonly
associated with significant weight gain.

® Risperidone (Risperdal) - widely used, can raise prolactin and sometimes cause
movement secondary consequences.

® Ziprasidone (Geodon) - relatively weight neutral but should be taken with food
and monitored for QT prolongation.

® | atuda - Lurasidone - used in bipolar depression and tends to be weight neutral
when taken with food.

® Clozapine (Clozaril) - reserved for treatment-resistant schizophrenia and requires
enrollment in a blood continuous oversight program.

® | ong-acting injectable options - paliperidone palmitate or aripiprazole LAI for
patients with adherence challenges; dosing intervals vary by product.

Cost, tolerability, comorbid medical conditions, and convenience should all factor into
medication choice. If you want to compare out-of-pocket costs, see Prices in the
United States denominated in USD.

Estimated Prices in America (USD)



Retail cash prices vary with pharmacy, location, tablet strength, and whether the
product is a brand or generic. Example ranges for a 30-tablet supply:

® Generic quetiapine IR 25 mg, 30 tablets: about 4 to 20 USD
® Generic quetiapine IR 100 mg, 30 tablets: about 8 to 35 USD
® Generic quetiapine IR 200 mg or 300 mg, 30 tablets: roughly 12 to 50 USD

® Brand Seroquel XR 200 to 300 mg, 30 tablets: commonly several hundred to over
800 USD

e Comparable generics for other antipsychotics: often in the range of 5 to 40 USD
for 30 tablets depending on the drug and strength

® Other brand different avenues like aripiprazole or lurasidone: frequently several
hundred USD per 30 tablets without insurance

Insurance copays and formulary tiers greatly influence out-of-pocket cost.
Manufacturer coupons, patient assistance programs, pharmacy discount cards, and 90-
day supply options may lower the price for eligible patients. For personalized
personalized pricing speak with your pharmacy or insurer.

Access and Legal Standing Rules in the United States

® Quetiapine is available by prescription only and is not listed as a federally
controlled substance.

® Prescriptions may be issued electronically or on paper where allowed; many
pharmacies will dispense up to a 90-day supply when clinically appropriate and
permitted by the prescriber and insurer.

® Telemedicine providers can prescribe quetiapine subject to state licensure rules
and federal telehealth reqgulations; requirements vary by state.

® Pharmacies typically substitute FDA-approved generics unless the prescriber
writes a dispense-as-written order.

® The FDA requires boxed cautionary notices regarding increased risk of suicidal
thoughts and behaviors in children, adolescents, and young adults, and a separate
warning about increased mortality in elderly patients with dementia-related
psychosis; quetiapine is not approved for treating dementia-related psychosis.

® Prior authorization may be required by some insurers for brand or extended-
release formulations. Check with your insurer if you expect coverage limitations.



® Clozapine, an a different route antipsychotic for treatment-resistant
schizophrenia, is subject to a national risk evaluation and mitigation strategy

(REMS) requiring regular blood continuous oversight.

® Follow state and local laws regarding medication safety and disposal; ask your
pharmacist about take-back programs in your area.

If you have questions about interstate prescription validity, substitution rules, or
insurance coverage, your pharmacist or prescriber can provide state-specific backing

and guidance.
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